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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)IEI All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent 
and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the 
patent is of a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the 
abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an 
improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should 
include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly 
those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use 
thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of 
the invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
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disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds 150 words and 
refer to purported merits and speculative applications. Correction is required. See 
MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

On pages 2-3, paragraphs [0008, 0009, 0010, 0011, 0012] of the specification, 
the phrase "The said safe knife" should be changed to - The safe knife-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The listing of references in the Search Report is not considered to be an 
information disclosure statement (IDS) complying with 37 CFR 1.98. 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2) 
requires a legible copy of: (1) each foreign patent; (2) each publication or that portion 
which caused it to be listed; (3) for each cited pending U.S. application, the application 
specification including claims, and any drawing of the application, or that portion of the 
application which caused it to be listed including any claims directed to that portion, 
unless the cited pending U.S. application is stored in the Image File Wrapper (IFW) 
system; and (4) all other information, or that portion which caused it to be listed. In 
addition, each IDS must include a list of all patents, publications, applications, or other 
information submitted for consideration by the Office (see 37 CFR 1.98(a)(1) and (b)), 
and MPEP § 609.04(a), subsection I. states, "the list ... must be submitted on a 
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separate paper." Therefore, the references cited in the Search Report have not been 
considered. Applicant is advised that the date of submission of any item of information 
or any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining 
compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the IDS, including all 
"statement" requirements of 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 1 ,2,4-6 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 , line 2, should be changed from "the sheath body movable in" to - the 
sheath body and movable in-. 

Claim 1, line 2, there is a lack of antecedent basis for the limitation "the front part 
of the sheath body." 

Claim 1, line 3, there is a lack of antecedent basis for the limitation "the lower 
part of the push button" 

Claim 1 , line 4, there is a lack of antecedent basis for the limitation "the lower 
part of the blade support". 

Claim 1 , line 6, there is a lack of antecedent basis for the limitation "on the top of 
the blade support." 

Claim 1 , line 7, there is a lack of antecedent basis for the limitation "the top of the 
push button." 

Claim 1, Iine10, there is a lack of antecedent basis for the limitation "the lower 
end of the sheath body." 
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Claim 1 , line 1 1 , there is a lack of antecedent basis for the limitation "the inner 
side of the sheath body. 

Claim 2, lines 3-4, there is a lack of antecedent basis for the limitation "the 
opening of the sheath body." 

Claim 4, lines 1-2, there is a lack of antecedent basis for the limitation "the rear 
part of the sheath body." 

Claim 4, lines 2-3, there is a lack of antecedent basis for the limitation "the middle 
of the opening of the sheath body." 

Claim 5, line 1 , "a plurality of holes is" should be changed to - a plurality of holes 

are-. 

Claim 6, line 1, "is elongated holes" should be changed to - are elongated-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
- claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 in lines 5-6, recites the limitation " inside the sheath body a positioning 
channel is disposed on the top " in lines 5-6. There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. It is unclear on what top the positioning channel is disposed. 
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Is the applicant attempting to claim that the positing channel is disposed near the upper 
inner surface of the sheath body, or on top of another element disposed within the 
channel. 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, the phrase "wedge- like" renders the claim(s) 
indefinite because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those 
encompassed by "or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) 
unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Davis 
(U.S. Patent 6,637,1 12). Figure 1 is provided below as an indicator of the various 
positional interpretations with regard to the Davis reference. 

i Davis discloses a safe knife sheath comprising a sheath body (handle, 12) and a 
blade support (keeper plate, 14); the blade support (14) is mounted inside the sheath 
body (12) and movable in a sliding motion; the front part of the sheath body has a push 
button (actuator button, 78); the lower part of the push button is connected to a 
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positioning element, (stub, 76); the lower part of the blade support has a positioning 
groove (slot, 56; that extends the entire length of the keeper plate, 14) corresponding to 
the positioning element (76); inside the sheath body (12), a positioning channel 
(indicated by P; Figure 10) is disposed on the top; on the top of the blade support (14) a 
positioning lobe (latch shoulders, 77/79) corresponding to the positioning channel (P) is 
disposed; the top of the push button (78) is connected to one end of a first reset spring 
(spring arm, 58; paragraph [0029]), and the other end of the first reset spring is fixed in 
the upper end of the sheath body; in the back of the blade support a trapezoidal piece 
(see Figure 2 below) is disposed; on the lower side of the trapezoidal piece a second 
reset spring (80) is disposed; one end of the second reset spring is fixed in the lower 
end of the sheath body and the other end is fixed on the inner side of the sheath body 
(see Davis Figure 1). 
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Figure 1 




Lower End 



Figure 2 




trapezoidal piece 



In regards to claim 2, Davis discloses wherein the lower part of the positioning 
element (76) is in a wedge-like shape (slanted; see Figure 10). 
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In regards to claim 3, Davis discloses wherein the positioning groove (56) 
comprises a locating piece (front of 14; near references 14A/14B) and a guiding piece 
(48/46) with a wedge-like surface, and the locating piece (14A/14B) is disposed in the 
lower part of the blade support in a position corresponding to the opening of the sheath 
body, and the guiding piece (46/48) with a wedge like surface is disposed (extends into) 
in the middle lower part of the blade support (14). 

In regards to claim 4, Davis discloses wherein a semi-circular notch (notch that 
holds members 46 and 48 in cap 52) is disposed in the rear part (end cap 52), of the 
sheath body (12) and the semi-circular notch is disposed in the middle of the opening 
(near reference P) of the sheath body. 

In regards to claim 5, Davis discloses wherein a plurality of holes (not numbered, 
the multiple legs of the C-shaped hole) is perforated in the front part of the sheath body. 

In regards to claim 6, Davis discloses wherein the plurality of holes are elongated 
holes (see Davis Figures 1 and 2). 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent 5,915,793 to Serpa, U.S. Patent 3,774,350 to Bayly, 
U.S. Patent 4,277,888 to Szabo, U.S. Patent 5,784,786 to Williams, U.S. Patent 
6,138,363 to Kawashima, U.S. Patent 6,1 17,002 to Stokes et al, U.S. Patent 4,654,968 
to Gatley et al., U.S. Patent 4,523,379 to Osterhout et al. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura M. Brean whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8339. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00am to 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer Ashley can be reached on (571) 272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



LMB 

12/06/2006 




BOYER D. ASHLEY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



